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EPA and WaterSense: &
Why & What

Water shortages IdeEtifyi high-performing
in 40 stat technology
Prpectedin 40 states 2006 Promote water efficient
behavior/action

Communities face
major infrastructure

. Help consumers
Investments

save money

Consumers challenged ™=

by rising utility bills Reduce need to

expand infrastructure
capacity

Much of water used
outdoors is wasted Save water for
critical needs



ff‘f “ Not Just About Water &

A Moving, treating, and heating
water uses energy

I Every gallon of water has an
energy footprint
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A Energy used by the Water sector
I Nationally- ~3-4%
I California= ~20%
I Municipal level can be > 40%

I System level energy Is one of
the highest utility costs




._1_ What 6s Speci/[&l
WatersSense?
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A A label with integrity

i
A Smart use of resources
i

Third-parties independently certify
that products and homes meet EPA
criteria

Backed by the credibility of EPA

EPA provides national
standardization and outreach for
water-efficiency

Manufacturers absorb product
research, testing, and branding costs

Licensed certifying bodies certify the
products and pol i ce
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Confidence in Labeled
Products

A WaterSense labeled products must meet EPA
criteria for both water-efficiency and performance

I In conjunction with industry, EPA defines measurable
performance criteria

I If necessary, EPA works with other organizations to
develop performance criteria (SDOs, industry groups)
A WaterSense labeled products are certified by an
accredited/licensed, independent third-party
I Test products
I Assess manufacturers quality management system

I Conduct periodic surveillance (i.e., audits, retest products,
police the use of the label)

I Issue label



